CHAPTER IV
ESCHATOLOGY AND MESSIANISM *
I
N approaching this subject it is necessary to resist the
temptation of making definite statements and of over-
systematization. For the contemporaries of Jesus had neither
evolved a fixed eschatological doctrine nor systematized the
various beliefs that were current among them. Different
writers would uphold different theories, according to the par-
ticular influences to which they had been subjected, but the
theories themselves were not well established. If passages
dealing with the subject seem vague and hesitant, it is because
they reflect a real vagueness and hesitancy in the thought of
the time. There was as much confusion concerning the destiny
of the world as concerning that of man. Another temptation
is to assume a priori that the lines of thought which prevailed
later because they had the force of Christianity behind them,
were already in control at the time of Jesus' birth. It would
be quite misleading to suppose that Jewish thought and Jewish
literature viewed the coming of the Messiah in just the same
way as the New Testament.
1 C/. Lods, The Prophets of Israel, book iii, chap, i, § 3. On Eschato-
kgy see CCLXXXIV ; CCLX ; CCLXXIX, ii, 377-95 ; Charles, A Critical
History of a Future Life in Israel, in Judaism and in Christianity, 1899 ;
Eschatology in EB (by the same author); CCLV, parts i and ii; CCLXXX,
266//. ; CCLII,§36,435//.; CCLXVI, i, 44-7 ; CCLXV, 69//.; fcCLIII,
chap, xvi; CCLX, chap, vii; LXVII, 342-53. On Messianism see LXXV,
ii, 496 f., bibliography, 496 ff.; CCLXXIX, ii, 323-76; Baldensperger,
Die Messianisch-apokalyptischen Hoffnungen des Judentums (2nd edit.),
Strasburg, 1903; Boehmer, Der Alttestamentliche Unterbau des Reiches
Gottes, Leipzig, 1902 ; Oesterley, The Evolution of the Messianic Idea, a
Study in Comparative Religion, London, 1908; CCLXXV; CCLXVI;
Duhm, Das Kommende Reich Gottes, Tubingen, 1910 ; LXIII; CCLXXIV,
chap, viii; CCLIII, chaps, xii-xiii; CCLXX, 219 ; above all CCLIX (see
the analytical table for the various aspects of the subject), and
CCLXXXIII, which deals primarily with the question of the false hopes
of a Messiah which were constantly arising among the Jews of the
Dispersion.
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